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Join the Aero Club of Washington and the National Aeronautic
Association for the aviation community’s biggest celebration of the year!

78TH ANNUAL WRIGHT MEMORIAL DINNER

HONORING THE NATIONAL AERONAUTIC ASSOCIATION’S
2026 WRIGHT BROTHERS MEMORIAL TROPHY RECIPIENT:

ROBERT SUMWALT

AND THE AERO CLUB OF WASHINGTON’S 2026 PERSONS OF THE YEAR:

TOo BE ANNOUNCED

THURSDAY, DECEMBER 17, 2026
THE WESTIN DC DOWNTOWN - 999 9™ ST NW, WASHINGTON, DC 20001
RECEPTION: 6:00 P.M. DINNER & PROGRAM: 7:00 P.M.
FESTIVE COCKTAIL ATTIRE
EARLY BIRD PRICING (THROUGH 10/31): $350/SEAT $3,500/TABLE OF 10

ROOM BLOCK AVAILABLE



https://book.passkey.com/go/WrightMemorial
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Established by the National Aeronautic Association
(NAA) in 1948 to honor the memory of Orville and
Wilbur Wright, the Wright Brothers Memorial
Trophy is awarded annually to a “living American
for significant public service of enduring value to
aviation in the United States.” The trophy is
presented at the Aero Club of Washington’s Wright
Memorial Dinner, held near the anniversary of
powered flight.

The Wright Trophy represents a timeline of the most innovative
inventors, explorers, industrialists, and public servants in aeronautics
and astronautics. Past recipients include Charles Lindbergh, Igor
Sikorsky, Clarence “Kelly” Johnson, Olive Ann Beech, Fred Smith,
Herb Kelleher, Neil Armstrong, John Glenn, Norman Mineta, and the
2025 recipient, Joan Sullivan Garrett.




2026 WRIGHT BROTHERS MEMORIAL TROPHY RECIPIENT

CRobert Smwall

The Aero Club of Washington and the NAA are honored to present the
2026 Wright Brothers Memorial Trophy to Robert Sumwalt, Former
Chairman of the National Transportation Safety Board (NTSB).

Sumwalt’s distinguished career spans 24 years as a commercial airline
pilot, logging over 14,000 flight hours, followed by pioneering human
factors research with NASA’s Aviation Safety Reporting System.
Appointed to the NT'SB in 2006, he served as its 14th Chairman under
multiple presidential administrations until his retirement from federal
service in 2021. He currently serves as the Executive Director of the
Boeing Center for Aviation and Aerospace Safety at Embry-Riddle
Aeronautical University, continuing his lifelong mission to ensure the
skies remain safe for all who fly.

Robert’s visionary leadership and dedication have enhanced aviation
safety for decades, permanently raised industry standards, and
embodied the spirit and legacy of the Wright Brothers.



For 78 years, the Wright Memorial Dinner has been a must-attend event for
the aviation and space community. Often referred to as “aviation prom,”
the gala brings together hundreds of government officials, industry leaders,
and VIP guests to honor the historic achievements of the Wright Trophy
recipient and celebrate the bright and exciting future of our industry.

2025 WRIGHT MEMORIAL DINNER BY THE NUMBERS

CORPORATE AND
ASSOCIATION SPONSORS

TOTAL ATTENDEES

$16K

RAISED FOR THE AERO
CLUB FOUNDATION OF
WASHINGTON

GOVERNMENT GUEST
ATTENDEES




SGhonsowhipe Oppotuniies

Presenting
Sponsor
(Limit 1)

$25,000

Diamond
Sponsor
(Limited)

$15,000

Platinum
Sponsor

$10,000

Gold
Sponsor

$7,000

Silver
Sponsor

$3,000

Bronze
Sponsor

$1,500

Recognition from
Podium, in
Program, and on
the Club’s Website

X

X

X

X

X

X

& Socials
Included
blocon. 2 Tables | 1 Table radle g 25S
Bl (20 seats), (10 seats), | (10 seats), A, eats,
gl izl Sreeie Premier Excellent Preferred | Preferred | Preferred
Placement | Placement | Placement | Placement | Placement

Opportunity to Seat
Preferred Guests

X

X

X

X

with Your
Organization
Exclusive
Hospitality x x x
Experience
Complimentary x x x
Advertisement in
Event Program | ¢,1j page Ad | 1/2 Page Ad | 1/4 Page Ad
Complimentary x
Seats at Head Table
2 Seats
Opportunity to

Feature your Brand
on Custom Event
Materials

X
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Full-Page Ad Half-Page Ad
7.5"w x 10"h 7.5"w x4.375"h

$600 $350
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Quarter-Page Ad
3.625"w x 5'h

$200
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How to Reserve Your Sponsorship:

1.VISIT WWW.AEROCLUB.ORG SPONSORSHIP OPPORTUNITIES
AND PAY BY CREDIT CARD. CAN BE CUSTOMIZED TO MEET

2.REQUEST AN INVOICE (EMAIL YOUR COMPANY’S SPECIFIC
INFO@AEROCLUB.ORG, OR NEEDS AND BUDGET. CONTACT US
CALL 703.386.4330) TO PAY TO DISCUSS HOW WE CAN CREATE
BY CHECK, ACH, OR CREDIT A PACKAGE THAT’S RIGHT FOR

CARD. YOU.



http://www.aeroclub.org/
mailto:info@aeroclub.org

CONTACT US

M 703.386.4330

© info@aeroclub.org

www.aeroclub.org

(©) P.O. Box 7618
Washington, DC 20044
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